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I. INTRODUCTION 

The new support scheme for RES and CHP projects 

which shall be compatible with the EU Guidelines 

on State aid for Environmental Protection and 

Energy 2014-2020, was introduced in Greece by 

virtue of Law 4414/2016 (the “Law”), which came 

into effect on August 9, 2016. The Law envisages 

the reform and implementation of new measures 

which shall transform the RES area status quo and 

align it to the European axis, while concurrently it 

shall safeguard future investments and address the 

problematic issues of the RES special account and 

those of the producers. On January 4th 2018, the 

European Commission approved the Greek auction 

scheme for the production of electricity from 

renewable sources and high efficiency cogeneration 

to be in line with EU State aid rules.  

 

On this basis, Greece will organize regular, 

competitive auctions to grant support to renewable 

energy sources, as follows: 

 In 2018, Greece will organize separate 

auctions for wind and solar installations in 

order to determine their market potential. 

 As of 2019, joint auctions for both wind and 

solar installations will be held to increase 

competition and reduce the cost for 

consumers of renewable energy in Greece. 

State support for other renewable energy 

technologies will be subject to auctions as soon as 

they mature, while Greece will evaluate the bidding 

processes in 2020, before designing bidding 

processes for the period 2021-2025. 

 

In a similar context, Article 7 of Law envisages the 

conduct of competitive tenders (the “tenders”) for 

power generation from RES and CHP stations. The 

Ministerial Decision no. 

APEEK/A/F1/oik.184573/13.12.2017 (Government 

Gazette B’ 4488/19.12.2017) was issued with a 

primary focus on regulating this unchartered area, 

as well as specifying certain provisions of the 

tenders per se. Therefore, the Ministerial Decision 

refers to: 

(a) The determination of the technologies and 

the categories of power generation RES and 

CHP stations falling under the Operating Aid 

via the conduct of tenders; 

(b) The characterization of the tender 

processes for the submission of offers as 

technologically “neutral” or not; 

(c) The determination of the methodology and 

the capacity allocation procedure for 

participation in tenders of RES and CHP 

power generation stations installed in the 

European Economic Area countries (“EEA”), 
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on the condition that there is active energy 

trading among them, in accordance with 

Article 7 (2) of Law.   

  

II. DETERMINATION OF TECHNOLOGIES AND 

CATEGORIES OF RES & CHP STATIONS 

The RES and CHP stations falling under the 

Operating Aid are: 

(i) wind stations with a maximum generation 

capacity of more than 3 MW; 

(ii) photovoltaic stations with an installed capacity 

equal to or more than 500kW.  

 

The rest stations shall fall under the Operating Aid, 

without however, being subject to a prior conduct 

of tenders, and shall receive Operating Aid on the 

basis of the reference tariff stipulated in Table 1 of 

Article 4 of Law as in force.  

 

In the event where the annual maximum capacity of 

any station category, as shown in Table 1 below, 

that has signed an Operating Aid agreement with a 

sliding premium pursuant to Article 9 of Law, 

exceeds the annual limits mentioned in the 

following tables, and provided that the number of 

stations of said category is larger than three (3) at 

that specific year, then these stations shall be 

entitled to the Operating Aid through tenders as of 

the following year of the year where said limit 

excess occurred.  

 

TABLE 1 

Categories of Stations Limit of Total 

Annual Maximum 

Capacity (MW)  

Biomass (bioliquids) through 

thermal process generated by 

stations with a maximum 

capacity >1MW 

20 

Biogas generated by anaerobic 

digestion and is used by 

stations with a maximum 

capacity >1MW 

20 

Hydro energy originating from 

small hydro stations with a 

20 

maximum capacity >1MWe 

CHP through natural gas usage 

with a maximum capacity 

>1MW 

20 

Solar power from solar thermal 

stations with a maximum 

capacity  >1MW 

20 

Geothermal energy from 

power stations with a maxium 

capacity >1MW 

20 

 

With respect to Table 2 hereunder, in the event 

where the total maximum capacity of any station 

which operates or has been set under trial 

operation, while concurrently receives Operating 

Aid from 01.01.2017 until 31.12.2020, exceeds the 

limits provided hereunder under Table 2, and on 

the condition that the number of stations of said 

category for that specific time period is more than 

six (6), then starting from the following year of the 

year when the limit excess occurred, these stations 

shall be entitled to Operating Aid through the 

conduct of tenders.  

 

TABLE 2 

Categories of Stations Limit of Total 

Annual Maximum 

Capacity (MW) 

during 01.01.2017 

until 31.12.2010 

Biomass(bioliquids) through 

thermal process generated 

by stations with a maximum 

capacity >1MW 

40 

Biogas generated by 

anaerobic digestion and is 

used by stations with a 

maximum capacity >1MW 

40 

Hydro energy originating 

from small hydro stations 

with a maximum capacity 

>1MWe 

40 

CHP through natural gas 

usage with a maximum 

capacity >1MW 

40 
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Solar power from solar 

thermal stations with a 

maximum capacity  >1MW 

40 

Geothermal energy from 

power stations with a 

maximum capacity >1MW 

40 

  

As far as the “autoproducing” RES & CHP power 

stations are concerned, those, for the electricity 

surplus offered into the Interconnected System or 

the Interconnected Network pursuant to Article 3 

(16) of Law, shall fall under the Operating Aid 

regime, without prior tenders and shall receive such 

Operating Aid on the basis of the reference tariff as 

same is provided under Table 1 of Article 4 of Law.  

Additionally, wind stations of maximum capacity 

and photovoltaic stations with installed capacity 

less than the limits set above (3 MW and 500 kW, 

respectively) may participate in competitive tender 

processes.  

   

III. CHARACTERIZATION OF THE COMPETITIVE 

TENDERS 

Without prejudice to paragraphs 2 and 5 of Article 

3, as well as Article 6 of the Ministerial Decision, it is 

provided that the tenders shall be executed on the 

basis of the technology concerned so as to fall 

under the Operating Aid scheme. More specifically, 

there shall be special tenders for wind stations with 

an installed capacity higher than 3 MW and special 

ones for photovoltaic stations with an installed 

capacity higher than or equal to 500 kW.  

 

The Ministerial Decision also provides that tenders 

can specially take place for certain areas and 

technologies or even joint tenders per area, and can 

be organized in the following cases: a) after the 

connection of one or more Non-Interconnected 

Islands; b) for RES installation of Article 4 (par.9 & 

10) of Law; c) for areas characterized as “saturated” 

under the meaning of Article 3 (5) of Law 

3468/2006 and which have a capacity margin; and 

d) for the purposes of covering the capacity margin 

arising out of the completion of the special 

interconnection project “Nea Makri – Polypotamos 

and South Evoia HV Network.  

 

Last, Article 6 of the decision envisages that there 

shall be at least two join pilot tenders for wind 

stations and photovoltaic stations.  

 

IV. METHODOLOGY AND POWER ALLOCATION 

PROCEDURE FOR PARTICIPATION IN 

COMPETITIVE TENDERS 

With respect to the power allocation required for 

participation of RES & CHP stations installed in EEA 

countries, in tenders, and on the basis of active 

cross-border energy trading with Greece, the 

following methodology is introduced: 

 

The capacity of said stations, is estimated as the 

product of the percentage of the Imported RES & 

CHP energy from these countries and the 

contracting parties of the Energy Community 

(established by virtue of the agreement signed in 

Athens on 25.10.2005), with which there is cross-

border energy trading, in the domestic final power 

consumption, multiplied by the new annual 

installed RES & CHP capacity in the Greek territory.  

 

Imported Energy from any neighboring country 

belonging to the EEA countries or to contracting 

members of the Energy Community, is defined as 

the product of the power quantity imported, 

multiplied by the participation percentage of RES & 

CHP of the importing country in the electricity 

generation arisen during the previous year or the 

last year for which there is official public data 

available. The energy quantity relating to 

generation by technology or RES & CHP stations 

category that receives no Operating Aid in Greece, 

is not calculated in said participation percentage.   

 

On that ground, the Ministerial Decision includes 

and analyzes in detail specific formulas for 

calculation of the Operating Aid each candidate can 

receive pro rata to its installed capacity, as well as 

other relevant parameters, for the purposes of 

participation in tenders on the basis of the 
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auctioned quantities; elements that cannot be 

reflected in detail in the present newsletter due to 

their technical nature.  

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The Ministerial Decision shall remain valid until 

31.12.2020. The Greek Regulatory Authority for 

Energy (“RAE”) can determine amongst others, the 

auction capacities that shall be covered by RES & 

CHP stations installed in the EEA countries on the 

condition that there is active cross-border trading 

between those countries and Greece, and provided 

that said stations are selected upon the conduct of 

the tenders (in which RES & CHP stations that shall 

be installed within the Greek territory can also 

participate). 

 

The new framed tender landscape is expected to 

ameliorate and contribute to the growth of the 

energy market, lifting current segments that have 

blocked investments, and will subsequently render 

tremendous gains in the Greek economy via the 

promotion of such green and clean energy 

incentives.    
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