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P U B L I C - A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  L A W  P R A C T I C E  

 

Law 4663/2020: A new era in the field of 

waterways 

BY CO NST ANTI NO S KAV AD EL LAS,  D ANAI  L ADEA  

 

A new legal framework (Law 4663/2020) 

introduces the reactivation of seaplanes in 

Greece. 

Under Law 4663/2020 “Establishment and 

operation of airports on water surface 

area and other provisions” which was 

published in FEK 30/Α/12-2-2020, the 

Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport 

launches a new era in the field of 

waterways. After long discussions and 

delays, the “ambitious” project of the 

construction of 100 waterways in harbors 

and lakes becomes a reality. The current 

institutional framework, that is Law 

4568/2018, changes aiming at simplifying 

and accelerating the licensing process. 

The key features introduced mainly 

concern the following: 

Licensing procedure 

Article 1 of the aforementioned law 

introduces the possibility of licensing in 

two stages, namely there will be a “license 

for establishment” followed by a “license 

for operation”. Apart from these two types 

of licensing there is also an “establishment 

and operation license” aiming at speeding 

up the licensing process for those who 

wish to establish and operate waterways. 

In addition, it provides flexibility to public 

bodies, which do not have the ability to 

fund infrastructure and other facilities to 

operate the waterway with a procurement 

procedure. Article 1 also introduces a new 

definition of the “establishment license” 

which does not require the manufacture 

and supply of equipment. Consequently, a 

review is not necessary, resulting in the 

immediate issuance of the relevant 

license. With the acquisition of the 

“establishment license”, the operator 

concerned is allowed to make all the 

necessary actions prescribed by law for the 

construction of the infrastructure required 

and also add the necessary equipment if 

he is willing to do so. In addition, this 

favors public operators holding the 

“establishment license” and not wishing to 

operate the waterway to carry out the 

necessary procurement procedure for its 

operation. Furthermore, the 

aforementioned facility in the licensing 

procedure attracts more and more 

investors and contributes to the significant 

development in the waterway field.  

A license may be granted to any natural or 

legal person (public or private operator) as 

it is mentioned in Articles 3 and 5. In 

particular, as regards the “establishment 

license” that, until now, could be granted 

to public operators only, under this Law 

may also be granted to individuals. This 

provision consists an opportunity for 

private investors with significant 

development prospects and facilitates the 



 

3 
 

evolution of waterways, given that many 

public bodies are unable to fund the 

construction of the necessary 

infrastructure as well as to carry out the 

surveys of the waterway’s Technical 

Documentation required for the 

submission of the application. 

Concerning the procedure, all three types 

of license, that is “license for 

establishment”, for “operation” and “uno 

actu license”, are issued with Common 

Ministerial Order by the Ministries of 

Finance, Infrastructure and Transport and 

the Ministry of Maritime and Island Policy, 

whereas when it comes to license for 

areas of integrated tourist development 

(P.O.T.A.), complex tourist accommodation 

and tourist ports a signature of the 

Minister of Tourism is also required 

(Article 6). Another indispensable 

prerequisite in order for a “license for 

establishment” to be granted is, inter alia, 

a prior environmental licensing [Decision 

of Approval of Environmental Conditions in 

force (A.E.P.O.) or Standard Environmental 

Commitments (P.P.D.)] depending on the 

category in which each waterway belongs, 

that is whether it is ready to operate or in 

need of corrective action, respectively 

[Article 8(4) in conjunction with Article 9). 

The aforementioned elements apply also 

in the “license for establishment and 

operation”, which moreover requires a 

Certificate of location from the competent 

directorate of the Ministry of Environment 

and Energy [Article 8 (6,7)] . 

Article 10 of the newly published Law 

regulates the duration of each type of 

license. The “establishment license” and 

the “uno actu license” are of an indefinite 

duration, provided that the A.E.P.O., if 

existed, is in force. On the other hand, the 

“operation license” has duration equal to 

the duration of the waterway contract, 

which under no circumstances can be less 

than five years. 

It should be noted that the one 

responsible for the operation of the 

waterway can be differentiated from the 

holder of the “establishment or of the 

establishment and operation license” 

[Article 3(4)]. 

Location 

A stepping stone introduced by the Law 

4663/2020 is the possibility to establish 

and operate waterways, apart from ports 

and lakes, in areas of integrated tourist 

development (P.O.T.A.), in complex tourist 

accommodation and in tourist ports 

(marinas, shelters and moorings), 

promoting the tourist development 

[Article 3(2)]. This increases the traffic to 

areas of tourist interest and enhances the 

image of our country. The first seaplane 

flights will start from Corfu, Paxoi and 

Patras in May 2020, as they are the first 

already licensed waterways, and many 

more are still being evaluated by the Civil 

Aviation Authority. Thus, in the Ionian Sea, 

in addition to the above, there are eight 

more waterways under license, in 

Kefalonia, Lefkada, Ithaca, Zakynthos, 

Meganisi, Ereikousa, Othoni and Mathraki. 

Moreover, in the South Aegean region 

(Cyclades and Dodekanese) the licensing of 

thirty three more waterways has begun. It 

is furthermore worth mentioning that the 

waterways built will be able to host 

inbound as well as overseas flights. 

License transfer and concession 

All three types of license are transferable 

from their holder to a natural or legal 

person who fulfills the conditions set in 

the Law at hand for obtaining license, 

while the holder of a “license for 
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establishment and operation” may assign 

the operation of the facilities and services 

of the waterway to a natural or legal 

person who also fulfills the conditions laid 

down, as it is explicitly stated in Article 12. 

Fee of departing passengers and 
staff training 

Each aircraft company pays a fee for 

departing passengers, which does not 

exceed 10 € per passenger, plus the 

corresponding stamp duty in favor of the 

Greek State (Article 19). In addition, 

concerning the training of the personnel, it 

is provided not only by the Civil Aviation 

Authority but also by other certified 

internal or external bodies (Article 20).  

Entry into force 

This Law shall enter into force on the day 

of its publication in the Government 

Gazette, unless otherwise is stated in its 

individual provisions. 

Having taken all the above into serious 

consideration, it becomes evident that Law 

4663/2020 consists a valuable addition to 

our national legal framework and is 

expected to offer a new perspective to 

the, already enhanced, investing sector.
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