
 

1 
 

 
LITIGATION LAW PRACTICE 

The Greek Parliament adopts new amendments to the core 

criminal legislation  
                                                      November 29, 2021  

                                    



   

2 

 

L I T I G A T I O N  P R A C T I C E  

The Greek Parliament adopts new 
amendments to the core criminal legislation  
BY JO H N K YRI AKI DES ,  NI KI  OR FANIDOU ,  JOH N BRO U PIS  

 

 
After approximately 2,5 years of the entry 

into force of the new Criminal Code (GCC) 

and Code of Criminal Procedure (GCCP), and 

following the extensive amendments brought 

by Law 4637/2019 in November 2019, yet 

another series of amendments was adopted, 

which once again changes significantly the 

landscape in the criminal justice system in 

Greece.   

On November 12th, Law 4855/2021 was 

published in the Government Gazette. The 

vast majority of its provisions refers to the 

Criminal Code and generally reflects a more 

punitive policy against serious crimes, due to 

several heinous crimes which attracted a lot 

of media coverage, recent natural disasters 

and - of course - political debate. 

 As regards the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

the respective amendments are more of a 

technical nature, basically aiming to correct 

some deficiencies which came to light 

following the introduction of the new GCCP 

back in July 2019. Nonetheless, some of these 

changes are also going to have a material 

impact in the criminal trial, as well. 

In a nutshell, the basic changes are the 

following: 

 life imprisonment becomes the sole 

punishment threatened for certain 

crimes (murder, rape, deadly robbery 

and high treason); 

 increased sentences for several crimes 

are provided, such as bodily harms, 

sexual offences against minors, arson, 

etc.; 

 the conditions for release on parole 

becomes tighter; 

 change in the statute of limitations, 

which in specific cases (e.g. crimes 

against minors) shall initiate at a later 

stage; 

 broader scope and higher sentences for 

crimes such as arson, explosion, causing 

flood, etc. 

 the Public Prosecutor of the Supreme 

Court is granted the power to prosecute 

all sexual offences and refer them to the 

competent court as a matter of top 

priority. 

The scope of the amendments covers several 

aspects of the criminal justice in Greece the 

basic points of which can be summarized as 

follows:  
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Amendments in the Criminal Code 

 Monetary fines may be registered with 

the tax authorities as debt against the 

convicted → Pursuant to Article 80 GCC as 

amended, the convicted shall not be 

obliged to pay the amount of the 

monetary fine immediately, but he/she is 

given the chance to pay it out as an 

ordinary debt to the State. The 

legislature’s rationale behind that change 

is that the convicted must not be 

imprisoned merely because he/she is in 

lack of economic resources.  

 The maximum sentence in cases of 

negligent homicide with multiple victims 

is raised from 5 years to 8 years → This 

appears to be dictated from the need to 

punish deadly accidents (car accidents, 

work accidents, shipwreck etc.) with a 

higher sentence than is generally allowed 

in similar cases. 

 The conditions for the suspension of 

custodial sentences become stricter → 

The competent court does not have the 

possibility to suspend the sentence if the 

convicted has already been convicted by a 

final judgement to one or more sentences 

exceeding 3 years or -in exceptional cases- 

5 years. 

 The conditions for release on parole 

become tighter → In certain offences 

including murder, human trafficking, high 

treason, sexual offences and crimes 

relating to exploitation of sexual life, 

parole may be granted only after 4/5 of 

the sentence is served (instead of 3/5) and 

only after 3/5 spent in jail (instead of 2/5). 

In cases of life imprisonment sentences, 

the time spent in jail may not be shorter 

than 18 years (instead of 16 years). 

 The statute of limitations shall initiate at 

a later stage in sexual offences against 

minors → The statute of limitations in 

misdemeanor cases shall initiate 1 year 

after the victim has reached the age 

of adulthood. Similarly, in felony offences 

it shall initiate 3 years following 

adulthood. 

 Life imprisonment for high treason → The 

possibility to impose imprisonment 

ranging from 10 to 15 years is abandoned; 

life imprisonment is provided as the sole 

sentence. 

 Passive bribery of foreign government 

officials → The Prime Minister, the 

Ministers and Deputy Ministers, the 

members of the Parliament and the local 

officials may be held liable for the act of 

passive bribery, if the said act is also 

punishable in their country. 

 The offence of “spreading false news” is 

revised → The new provision makes an 

explicit reference to undermining citizens' 

trust to the public health system, which 
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was deemed necessary in view of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover, the 

beneficiary owner or publisher is also 

punishable in cases where the offence took 

place via public media. 

 The threatened sentences regarding 

forgery are revised → The basic offence 

shall be punishable with imprisonment 

ranging from 10 days to 5 years and a 

cumulative monetary fine. In aggravated 

cases, where the illicit profit shall be 

considered as high, the threatened 

sentence ranges from 3 months to 5 years 

and a cumulative monetary fine. Lastly, 

the act is classified as a felony offence in 

cases where the illicit profit exceeds EUR 

120.000; in the latter case the threatened 

sentence ranges from 5 years to 10 years 

and a cumulative monetary fine.  

 Active and passive bribery of public 

officials → Several changes are made in 

the wording of the said offences, in line 

with the amendments regarding bribery of 

foreign government officials. Most 

importantly, the maximum threatened 

sentence in active bribery is increased 

from 3 years to 5 years. 

 Αctive repentance will no more lead to 

non-punishment in corruption offences 

→ Under the previous regime, self-

reporting to the competent prosecutorial 

or police authorities led to non-

punishment of the perpetrator, if he/she 

reported corruption crimes on his own will 

and before any proceedings were brought 

against him/her. The new provision 

abolishes this possibility. Self-reporting 

may only lead to leniency measures, such 

as reduced sentence and suspension of the 

sentence. 

 Broader scope and higher sentences for 

crimes such as causing flood, fire, 

explosion, etc. → Extensive amendments 

were made in crimes which 

endanger the life and property of 

individuals or place other public goods at 

risk. In particular, the core of change is 

that under the new provisions there is no 

need for the risk to be materialized, it 

suffices that it only could be possible. 

Moreover, the sentences are increased as 

can be seen in the following basic, well-

known crimes: (i) arson: if the arson 

caused death, life imprisonment is 

provided as the sole sentence (the 

possibility to impose imprisonment 

ranging from 10 to 15 years is 

abandoned); (ii) purposely causing flood: 

if the act caused death of several people, 

life imprisonment is provided as the sole 

sentence (the possibility to impose 

imprisonment ranging from 10 to 15 years 

is abandoned); (iii) explosion: if the act 

caused death of several people, life 

imprisonment is provided as the sole 

sentence (the possibility to impose 
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imprisonment ranging from 10 to 15 years 

is abandoned). 

 Life imprisonment for homicide → The 

possibility to impose imprisonment 

ranging from 10 to 15 years is abandoned; 

life imprisonment is provided as the sole 

sentence. 

 Reforms in crimes relating to bodily 

harms → Several technical changes were 

made to the respective crimes (e.g. in 

cases of heavy bodily harms, as well as in 

cases of negligent bodily harms), as well 

as changes regarding the threatened 

sentences (e.g. in cases of “dangerous 

bodily harm”, imprisonment of up to 3 

years is threatened - the possibility of 

imposing solely a monetary fine is 

abolished). 

 Increased sentences for human 

trafficking → if the act caused death, life 

imprisonment is threatened (instead of 

imprisonment ranging from 10 to 15 

years). 

 Changes regarding sexual offences  and 

crimes relating to the exploitation of 

sexual life → The most significant changes 

are the following: (i) Raping of minors 

shall constitute an aggravating 

circumstance to the basic rape offence; (ii) 

Gang rape shall be punishable solely by life 

imprisonment; (iii) Sexual harassment 

against minors and employees shall be 

prosecuted ex officio; (iv) sexual 

harassment against  people who are 

disabled or incapable shall be punishable 

by imprisonment ranging between 5 to 15 

years (instead of 5-10 years), whereas 

when the perpetrators were more than 

one by imprisonment ranging between 10 

to 15 years (instead of 5-15 years); (v) 

incest becomes a felony offence for the 

relative in the ascending line, punishable 

by imprisonment of up to 10 years; (vi) 

aggravated cases of child pornography 

shall be punishable by imprisonment of up 

to 15 years and a monetary fine (instead 

of imprisonment of up to 10 years and a 

monetary fine); and (vii)  sexual 

intercourse with minors for pay or other 

profit is punishable by life imprisonment 

(instead of imprisonment of up to 15 years 

and a monetary fine). 

 Change in the threatened sentence in the 

crime of embezzlement → The basic 

offence shall be punishable by 

imprisonment of up to 2 years (the 

alternative of imposing a monetary fine is 

abolished), whereas if the illicit shall be 

considered as high, the threatened 

sentence ranges from 3 months to 5 years 

and a cumulative monetary fine. Lastly, 

the act is classified as a felony offence in 

cases where the illicit profit exceeds EUR 

120.000; in the latter case the threatened 

sentence ranges from 5 years to 10 years 

and a cumulative monetary fine.  
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 Life imprisonment for robbery → Life 

imprisonment is provided as the sole 

sentence for the aggravated cases (i.e. if 

the robbery resulted in the death or 

serious injury of the victim, or if the 

robbery was particularly harsh and 

violent). 

 Changes in the crime of extortion → 

There are some technical changes in the 

wording of the provision, as well as an 

increase in the threatened sentences in 

order to match the sentences threatened 

for robbery (life imprisonment is 

threatened in the same cases).  

 The threatened sentences regarding 

fraud are revised → The basic offence 

shall be punishable with imprisonment 

ranging from 10 days to 5 years. In 

aggravated cases, where the illicit profit 

shall be considered as high, the threatened 

sentence ranges from 3 months to 5 years 

and a cumulative monetary fine. Lastly, 

the act is classified as a felony offence in 

cases where the illicit profit exceeds EUR 

120.000; in the latter case the threatened 

sentence ranges from 5 years to 10 years 

and a cumulative monetary fine.  

Amendments in the Code of Criminal 

Procedure 

The most substantial amendments to the 

provisions of the Greek Code of Criminal 

Procedure are the following: 

 New powers granted to the Public 

Prosecutor of the Supreme Court → The 

possibility of the Public Prosecutor of the 

Supreme Court to order an ordinary 

investigation and refer cases to the 

competent court as a matter of absolute 

priority, extends to all crimes against 

sexual freedom and economic exploitation 

of sexual life (article 32 GCCP).  

 Deadline for the completion of the 

preliminary investigation → Τhe Public 

Prosecutor for Financial Crime has to 

complete the preliminary investigation 

within six (6) months since the case file 

was forwarded to him (article 35 GCCP).  

 Mandatory preliminary investigation for 

criminal offences committed by minors →  

The current mandatory preliminary 

investigation conducted for the felonies 

and the misdemeanors under the 

jurisdiction of the Three-Member Penal 

Court extends to the criminal offences 

committed by minors, which would fall 

into the above categories of crimes, if they 

were committed by an adult (article 47 

GCCP). 

 Provision regarding ‘lis pendens’→ If 

more criminal prosecutions were pressed 

against the same individual for the same 

act, those which were exercised 

subsequently, are declared inadmissible, 

regardless of whether these were 
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procedurally preceded or not (article 57 

GCCP). 

 Mandatory appointment of a lawyer 

during the investigation stage → The 

procedural position of the vulnerable 

minor defendant is strengthened through 

the mandatory appointment of a lawyer 

during the investigation stage conducted 

for both felonies and misdemeanors 

(article 99 GCCP). 

 The ‘ratione materiae’ of Single Member 

Felony Court of Appeal is broadened → 

The jurisdiction of the Single Member 

Felony Court of Appeal is expanded with 

the addition of forest felony crimes (article 

110 GCCP). 

 Changes in ‘ratione materiae’ → The 

offences of active and passive bribery, in 

their misdemeanor form, now fall under 

the jurisdiction of the Three-Member 

Misdemeanor Court, while the 

misdemeanors concerning a) breaches of 

customs legislation, b) violations of the 

law on weapons, ammunition, explosives, 

explosive devices and c) the offence of 

theft fall under the jurisdiction of the 

Single Member Misdemeanor Court 

(article 111 GCCP). 

 Technical provisions regarding the 

power(s) of incompetent court → (i) Τhe 

power of an incompetent court to 

terminate or declare the criminal 

prosecution inadmissible is limited only if it 

is superior than the competent one (article 

119 GCCP); (ii) The misdemeanor Court 

that declares itself incompetent and 

deems that the act constitutes a felony 

crime, refers the case file to the competent 

Court and not to the Prosecutor, if a main 

investigation has already been conducted 

or the nature of the act as a felony arose 

from the evidentiary procedure before the 

Court (article 120 GCCP); (iii) If the 

Appellate Court finds that the First 

Instance Court was incompetent and the 

criminal offence is subordinated to an 

inferior Court that the First Instance Court, 

it annuls the first instance judgment and 

irrevocably adjudicates the case itself 

(article 121 GCCP). 

 Τechnical consultant in DNA analysis → In 

DNA analysis, performed in the context of 

a flagrant crime, the appointment of a 

technical consultant by the defendant is 

not mandatory (article 201 GCCP). 

 Allegations of the co-accused → The 

testimony, explanations or allegations of 

the co-accused for the same act cannot be 

taken into account for the conviction of 

the defendant, unless there is other 

evidence, explicitly referred to in the 

decision (article 211 GCCP). 

 New protective measures for whistle-

blowers → Relocation to another country 

is added to the provided witnesses’ 
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protection measures (article 218par.4 

GCCP). 

 Witnesses’ testimonies → The testimony 

of a witness, who does not name the 

source of his information, cannot be taken 

into account for the defendant’s 

conviction, unless there is other evidence 

explicitly mentioned in the decision (article 

224par.2 GCCP). 

 New measures for the victims’ witness 

testimonies → Τhe victim (minor or adult) 

of the offences of human trafficking, rape, 

insult of sexual dignity under conditions of 

work dependence, abuse incapable of 

resisting a sexual act, abuse of a sexual act 

and sexual act between relatives a) is 

examined in the presence of a psychologist 

or psychiatrist, b) his physical presence in 

the hearing is replaced by the electronic 

projection or by reading of his pre-trial 

testimony and c) in any case, his 

examination is made without physical 

presence in the courtroom and it is based 

on pre-formulated questions, without the 

presence of the parties. Ιn exceptional 

cases, the Court may request the physical 

presence of the adult victim in the 

courtroom, if deemed absolutely necessary 

for the search of the truth (articles 227 

and 228 GCCP). 

 Application for the lifting of property 

seizure → Through an application by the 

owner of the seized property, the 

Prosecutor of the First Instance Court or 

the Interrogator (depending on the stage 

of the criminal proceedings) may order the 

lifting of the seizure. In the event that the 

application is rejected by the Prosecutor of 

the First Instance Court or the 

Interrogator, then the applicant has the 

right to submit a recourse before the Court 

Council within ten days from the service of 

the relevant order (article 269 GCCP). 

 Reformative measures against the minors 

→ It is provided the Investigator’s 

possibility to impose reformative measures 

against the minor (article 287 GCCP). 

 Defendant’s recourse against the warrant 

for pre-detainment or the order imposing 

restrictive measures → The defendant’s 

recourse against the warrant for pre-

detainment or the order imposing 

restrictive measures has to be submitted 

before the Court Council within ten (10) 

days from the issuance of the 

aforementioned warrant or from the 

notification to the defendant of the order 

imposing restrictive measures (article 290 

GCCP). 

 Return of bail → If the accused is 

acquitted or no charges are attributed to 

him or the criminal prosecution is declared 

inadmissible, the bail is returned 

immediately, regardless of whether any 

legal remedy has been submitted against 

the court judgment or the decree issued by 
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the Court Council. The return of the bail is 

ordered either by the Court through its 

judgement or the Court Council through its 

decree (article 299 GCCP).  

 Mandatory appointment of lawyer in 

misdemeanor cases → The appointment 

of a lawyer for the defendant accused for 

a misdemeanor crime, for which the law 

threatens imprisonment of at least three 

(3) years shall be mandatory, in view of 

the sanctions reserved for these acts by 

the new Penal Code (i.e. non-suspension of 

the sentence, non-conversion of the 

sentence etc.) (article 340par.1 GCCP).  

 Necessary time to prepare the defense in 

cases of alteration of charges → It is 

provided that the Court, after the 

completion of the evidentiary procedure 

and before the decision on guilt, is obliged 

to inform the defendant about the possible 

improvement of the charges pressed or the 

correction of the accusation’s legal 

characterization, providing the defendant 

with the necessary preparation time 

(article 343par.2 GCCP).  

 Provision regarding appeal of cassation 

→ An appeal in cassation may also be filed 

by the defendant through a statement 

served to the Prosecutor of the Supreme 

Court (article 474 GCCP). 

 Inadmissible legal remedies → When the 

legal remedy was brought by a person 

who had no right or legitimate interest, it 

shall be rejected as inadmissible. In case a 

formality must be completed, then the 

Prosecutor shall summon the person who 

lodged the legal remedy or his 

representative to fill in the standard 

wording. Further, typical omissions and 

errors in the report drawn up when legal 

remedy is lodged, shall not constitute 

grounds for inadmissibility of the legal 

remedy (article 476 GCCP).  

 New ground for appeal → The defendant 

is granted the right to appeal against the 

decree of the Court Council of 

Misdemeanor Judges (which refers the 

defendant to the court for a felony crime) 

also in cases of collateral violation of the 

application of the substantive criminal 

provision (article 478 GCCP). 

 New powers granted to the Court of 

Appeal → If the appeal against the 

decision, which declares a lack of 

competence, is admissible, the Court of 

Appeal shall ex officio take into account 

the res judicata, the lis pendens, the lapse 

of the criminal offence and the absolute 

nullity (article 488 GCCP). 

 Provision regarding suspension of 

sentence→ If the convicting judgment 

imposed an imprisonment sentence or 

detainment in a reformatory institution, 

then the appeal lodged shall have 

suspensive effect, unless the Court, 
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specifically justifying its judgment, shall 

decide otherwise. In any event, the Court 

can depend the appeal’s suspensive effect 

on the imposition of restrictive measures 

(article 497 GCCP).  

 Trial in absentia → If, after the 

commencement of the appeal’s discussion, 

the trial is postponed or temporarily 

interrupted and at the new hearing date, 

the appellant, although he was duly 

summoned, fails to appear, the trial shall 

be continued as if he had been present 

(article 501 GCCP). 

 Lis pendens in cassation → The lis 

pendens in cassation, is subject to ex 

officio review by the Supreme Court 

(article 511 GCCP). 

 Note of the Public Prosecutor → The 

Prosecutor of the Supreme Court has to file 

a note before the Secretariat of the 

Supreme Court no later than the day 

before the hearing date. The same shall 

apply to the adjourned hearing if the 

Prosecutor does not adopt the previous 

note. The parties shall be entitled to be 

informed of the note’s content (article 513 

GCCP). 

 Binding decisions of the Supreme Court 

→ The decisions of the Plenary Session and 

Sections of the Supreme Court bind the 

Courts dealing with the same case, as to 

the legal matters which resolved (article 

524 GCCP). 

 Total sentence imposed by multiple 

judgements → When several convicting 

judgments are executed against the same 

person and until the total sentence to be 

determined, the heaviest sentence is 

considered to be served (article 552 GCCP). 

 Provision regarding the payment of the 

monetary fine → If the sentence has been 

converted into a monetary fine and it is 

not possible for the arrested person to pay 

the amount of this conversion, due to 

reasons related to the public office which 

is responsible for the collection, then the 

Prosecutor orders, even orally, the 

postponement of the execution of the 

monetary fine until the payment of the 

relevant amount (article 593 GCCP).
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