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I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y  P R A C T I C E  

 
World Intellectual Property Day: Spotlight on the 

young 

NIO VI  PLEMMENOU  |  M ARI A SP ANOU 

 

A little history  

World Intellectual Property Day is part of the 

numerous events and activities that the World 

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 

organizes in order to promote and elucidate 

the significance of intellectual property rights 

and how they can benefit societies and world 

economies at large. 

In 2000, WIPO’s member states adopted the 

26th of April as the day to celebrate 

intellectual property since it was the day on 

which the WIPO Convention came into force 

back in 1970.  

“Intellectual Property (IP) refers to creations of 

the mind, such as inventions, literary and 

artistic works, designs and symbols, names 

and images used in commerce”, (WIPO). 

Therefore, on the 26th of April of every year, 

the celebration of World Intellectual Property 

Day, acknowledges intellectual property rights 

and their crucial role in fostering creativity 

and innovation within societies. After all, from 

the arts to the sciences intellectual property is  

 

everywhere around us and shapes the way 

our world functions. 

Making history: the young 

This year, the World Intellectual Property Day 

theme is “IP and Youth: Innovating for a 

Better Future”. According to WIPO, “World 

Intellectual Property Day 2022 recognizes the 

huge potential of young people to find new 

and better solutions that support the 

transition to a sustainable future.” 

Based on WIPO´s data “there are around 1.8 

billion young people (aged 24) in the world 

today”, where “ninety percent of them live in 

developing countries”. Additionally, “the 

proportion of young people (under 35) is set to 

increase in the coming years.” These statistics 

show the potential and power of young 

creators and innovators that can be leveraged 

through the formation of a strong intellectual 

property rights system, thus leading to the 

continuous development of the creative and 

innovative industries around the globe. 
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The aim of this year´s theme “IP and Youth: 

Innovating for a Better Future” is therefore to 

raise awareness on how intellectual property 

rights - such as copyright, trademarks, patents 

and design rights - can be used by creative 

and innovative young people around the 

world to bring about positive change in 

today’s societies. By highlighting the ways 

intellectual property rights can aid the young 

to benefit commercially from their 

exploitation and amortize financially and 

morally the implementation of their 

intellectual abilities, ideas and thoughts, while 

safeguarding their interests from potential 

intellectual property rights violations, World 

Intellectual Property Day shades light into the 

countless possibilities that intellectual 

property law can present to today’s youth.  

In addition, this day constitutes an 

opportunity for the youth of the world to 

realize that, issues of utmost significance for 

the world, such as climate change, can be 

mitigated by utilizing the power of intellectual 

property rights that young innovators and 

creators have at their disposal. Intellectual 

property rights can act as an incentive for 

young inventors and creators to innovate and 

create more and contribute into building a 

better future.  

 

 

Today’s youth is tomorrow’s future and 

intellectual property rights have the unique 

ability to aid this generation’s creators and 

innovators in achieving their dreams and 

reaching their potential while creating a 

better and more sustainable world for the 

next generation.  
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Disclaimer: This newsletter contains general information only and is not intended to provide specific legal, or other professional advice 

or services, nor is it suitable for such professional advice, and should not be used as a basis for any decision or action that may affect 

you or your business. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect you or your business, you should consult a 

qualified professional advisor. We remain at your disposal should you require any further information or clarification in this regard. 
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