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P U B L I C  L A W  P R A C T I C E  

 
Greece’s Climate Law 

BY CO NST ANTI NO S KAV AD EL LAS,  ST AV ROUL A GE NI K ALIO TI

 

The newly adopted law 4936/2022 is the first 

climate law of Greece, aiming at establishing a 

coherent framework for improving the climate 

resilience of Greece and ensuring the country's 

gradual transition to climate neutrality by 2050 in 

the most environmentally sustainable, socially 

equitable and cost-effective way. 

In the new law it is stipulated that Strategies in both 

national and regional level are being developed for 

the adaption to climate change. These Strategies 

are of a specific duration and being revised 

regularly. Some of the most significant targets are 

set for electric mobility. More specifically, as of 

January 1, 2024, at least one-quarter (1/4) of new 

private company cars shall be fully electric vehicles 

or hybrid electric vehicles with external charging of 

up to fifty (50) grams of carbon dioxide emissions 

per kilometer (CO2/km). 

Moreover, in the scope of reduction of emissions 

from buildings, starting from 01.01.2025 the sale 

and installation of oil boilers for heating purposes 

will be entirely prohibited. The imposition of fines is 

provided for, in case of breach of the above 

prohibition. Also, as of January 1, 2030, only the 

sale of heating oil, which is blended at least thirty 

percent (30%) by volume with renewable liquid 

fuels, is permitted. 

Among the provisions included in the new law are 

those concerning the environmental licensing and 

specifically the content of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment documents. Thus, the climate 

impact of the project and the project's vulnerability 

to climate change are included in the description of 

the potential significant effects that the project may 

cause to the environment, as well as an assessment 

of the compatibility of the project or activity with 

the national greenhouse gas emission reduction 

targets. As regards specific projects and activities 

classified as category A, namely the projects and 

activities that are likely to have a significant 

environmental impact, are required to reduce 

emissions by at least thirty percent (30%) by 2030 

compared to the year 2019. 

Further measures concerning the reduction of 

emissions from businesses are included in the new 

law. It is stipulated that specific legal entities 

referred to in the same law shall submit, by 31 

October 2023, a report on their carbon footprint 

with 2022 as a reference year to a publicly 

accessible electronic database operated by the 

Natural Environment and Climate Change Agency. 

Such report shall include voluntary targets and 

actions to reduce or offset emissions and shall be 

updated and verified annually. 
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Tax incentives are also provided for investments 

considered to contribute significantly to climate 

change mitigation. 

In view of the above, the new law attempts to 

establish a framework for the adaptation to climate 

change and the gradual mitigation of anthropogenic 

greenhouse gas emissions, considering the very 

significant threat of global warming, as reflected in 

the Paris Agreement. In this way, by adopting 

appropriate measures and policies to adapt to the 

inevitable global warming, it is expected that the 

country will gain significant comparative advantage 

and will achieve the transition to climate neutrality 

with the least costs and in the most socially 

equitable way. 
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