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Every year on the 26" of April, World Intellectual
Property Day is celebrated globally while various
campaigns are initiated around the world to
support such cause. On this day each year, the
importance of intellectual property (“IP”) rights
for creators and innovators and their direct link to
the growth of societies is highlighted.

This year’s theme set by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (“WIPO”) aims to honor
and showcase the substantial contributions
women have made to the world by utilizing their
talents and ideas through the years as innovators
and creators.

2023’s World IP Day theme centers around the
involvement of women in the IP system. To this
day, only a small percentage of women appear to
be actively involved in the creation of IP and thus
also benefit from the exploitation of their IP
rights.

Even for women creators and innovators, who
already generate IP, a lack of understanding of the
IP ecosystem can lead to facing issues such as not
being able to effectively maximize the benefits
that IP can provide to its rights holders. The
encouragement of female creators and
innovators of every age, especially young ones, to
pursue their passions and the enhancement of
their efforts for their easier access and guidance
in navigating the IP system are deemed pivotal for
their greater empowerment.

Female entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship
in general, can be aided substantially by raising
awareness on the ways IP can be exploited
efficiently. The importance for entities to register
and contractually license and further protect their
IP rights, while mapping out strategies to
proactively and actively defend them against third
parties” unlawful use, can aid them, especially
those initiating such activities, to grow and
expand exponentially.

From the arts to the sciences, the active presence
of women, to a large degree in IP intensive
industries, leads to financial growth and to
positive societal change. By increasing diversity
within communities and providing role models for
the younger generation and therefore creating a
positive cycle, more women could also be
empowered to enter such industries and make
use of their unique talents. Further, it has been
showcased by statistics, that countries, which
provide greater IP rights protection to rights
holders, tend to score higher in terms of gender
equality as well.

Through this year’s theme, the female ingenuity
and creativity is celebrated while the
commitment to promoting even further gender
equality and inclusivity within today’s societies is
further strengthened.

As WIPO, argues “We all gain from actively
encouraging women to use the IP system.”
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