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Legislative Background 

While plastic constitutes a driving force of the 

economy, providing key applications in various 

sectors, its increasing use in short-life 

applications that are not designed for reuse or 

cost-effective recycling means that the 

associated production and consumption 

patterns have become increasingly ineffective 

and foreseeable. 

 

In view of the significant negative 

environmental, health and economic impact of 

certain plastic products, Directive (EU) 2019/904 

on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic 

products on the environment (also known as the 

‘Single-Use Plastics Directive’, hereinafter 

referred to as ‘Directive’) was adopted with the 

aim to effectively reduce those negative effects. 

More specifically, the Directive sets out 

measures to reduce the consumption of certain 

single-use products (i.e., single-use plastic items 

such as cutlery, plates, straws; products made 

from oxo-degradable plastic; single-use food and 

beverage containers and cups for beverages 

made of expanded polystyrene) by promoting 

the use of sustainable alternatives and 

improving the management of waste generated 

by these products. Further, the Directive 

establishes provisions for extended producer 

responsibility schemes for certain products, 

awareness-raising campaigns, and reporting 

requirements for Member States and producers. 

 

Establishing new EU rules on calculating 

verifying and reporting on recycled plastic 

content 

As the Directive requires that  

(a) from 2025, beverage bottles which are 

manufactured from polyethylene terephthalate 

as the major component (‘PET bottles’) contain 

at least 25 % recycled plastic, calculated as an 

average for all PET bottles placed on the market 

on the territory of that Member State; and  

(b) from 2030, beverage bottles contain at least 

30 % recycled plastic, calculated as an average 

for all such beverage bottles placed on the 

market on the territory of that Member State, 

the calculating method of the abovementioned 

recycled plastic percentages becomes more 

complicated than it seems, calling for the 

implementation of strict rules. 

For this purpose, the European Commission 

introduced new rules for the calculation, 

verification, and reporting of recycled plastic 

content in single-use plastic beverage bottles in 

its Draft Implementing Decision of the Directive 

in order to provide clarity regarding the proper 

implementation of EU rules on single-use 

plastics, increase the use of recycled material 

and reduce plastic waste incineration and landfill 

across EU economy. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2019/904/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2019/904/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2019/904/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13467-Single-use-plastic-beverage-bottles-EU-rules-for-calculating-verifying-and-reporting-on-recycled-plastic-content_en
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Key aspects of the Draft Implementing Decision 
consist of the following: 

❖ Companies, producing or importing single-

use plastic beverage bottles, must calculate 

the proportion of recycled plastic in beverage 

bottles placed on the market by dividing the 

weight of recycled plastic in beverage bottles 

placed on the market by the weight of the 

plastic parts of beverage bottles placed on 

the market. Same applies to PET bottles. 

 

❖ The weight of the plastic parts of beverage 

bottles placed on the market shall be 

calculated as the sum of the weight of the 

plastic parts of beverage bottles collected 

from economic operators. 

 

❖ The weight of recycled plastic in beverage 

bottles placed on the market shall be 

calculated as the sum of the weight of 

recycled plastic in beverage bottles collected 

from economic operators  

 

❖ Companies must verify the accuracy of their 

calculations through an independent third-

party audit. This audit must be carried out by 

an accredited body and must include a review 

of the company’s data and documentation. 

 

❖ Once the recycled plastic content has been 

calculated and verified, companies must 

report this information to the relevant 

authorities. The reporting requirements vary 

depending on the country in which the 

company operates, but typically include 

submitting data to a national database or 

reporting to a designated agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next steps 

Following the completion of the public’s 

feedback period (2nd - 30th of May 2023), 

the relevant Implementing Decision is to be 

adopted by the European Commission 

within the second quarter of 2023. 
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