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 L I T I G A T I O N   

 
Law 5090/2024 and the new amendments in the field 

of criminal law and criminal procedure                

 BY  JO H N KYR IAKI DE S,  N IK I  OR FANID OU ,  JO HN B ROU PIS     

 

Introductory remarks 

By virtue of new Law 5090/2024, published in the 

Greek Government Gazette (Α’ 30/23.02.2024) 

under the title “Amendments in the Criminal Code 

and the Code of Criminal Procedure to speed up and 

improve the quality of the criminal trial - 

Modernization of the legislative framework to 

prevent and combat domestic violence”, the existing 

framework is extensively revised, punitive measures 

are reinforced, whereas many of the legislative 

features, which were introduced by the former Laws 

4619 & 4620/2019 are either completely 

abandoned or minimized to a great extent.  

According to the explanatory statement, the main 

purposes of Law 5090/2024 are (a) to speed up the 

criminal proceedings; (b) to adapt the criminal 

provisions to the current social conditions; and (c) 

to protect the victims, the institution of family, 

minors and women, who are facing increasing 

domestic violence behaviors. 

The main provisions of Law 5090/2024 

(a) Amendments in the Criminal Code 

In a nutshell, the most significant amendments of 

the Criminal Code are the following:  

- Extraterritorial application of the Greek criminal 

laws in Greek- flagged ships and aircrafts; 

- Accomplices shall be punishable with the same 

sentence as the main perpetrator; 

- Increase and/or reformation of monetary and 

custodial penalties for a series of crimes, including 

active and passive bribery, arson, theft, etc.  

- Expulsion of aliens is re-introduced as a safety 

measure; 

- Conversion of custodial sentences into monetary 

fines; 

- Tightened regime regarding ‘mitigating 

circumstances’; 

- Stricter overall sentence in case of multiple crimes; 

- Actual enforcement of imprisonment sentences in 

misdemeanor offences. In particular, imprisonment 

sentences of three (3) years or more cannot be 

suspended and the perpetrator shall be brought to 

jail either for the whole time-period or a part of it; 

- Crimes against the state shall always be 

prosecuted ex officio; 

- The list of crimes for which minors over 15 years 

old can be imprisoned is extended; 

- Lenient treatment of post-adolescent age is 

restricted to individuals of up to 21 years old; 

- Disturbance of hospital and education facilities 

shall constitute a misdemeanor criminal offence 

and be punishable; 

- The criminal offence of slanderous defamation is 

not substantiated when dissemination is made 

before public officials or clerks; 

- The majority of crimes against property, including 

fraud, (felony) embezzlement and (felony) breach of 

fiduciary trust shall be prosecuted ex officio. 

 

 



                       
    

3 
 
 

(b) Amendments in the Code of Criminal Procedure 

In a nutshell, the most important amendments of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure are the following: 

- The Public Prosecutor is able to reject (‘archive’) 

criminal complaints based on short reasoning and 

without obtaining the approval of the Appeal 

Prosecutor;  

- The application fee requirement is restored for the 

filing of criminal complaint, i.e. EUR 100 fee 

(domestic violence, sexual offences as well as racial 

and discrimination offences are excluded) and 

appealing against the rejection of a criminal 

complaint by the Public Prosecutor, i.e. EUR 350 fee; 

- The Public Prosecutor shall refrain from initiating 

criminal proceedings for the crimes of false 

statement, filing of false criminal complaint and 

defamation, if he becomes aware that the facts in 

question have already been brought before the 

criminal or civil courts; 

- Police officers will not be required to testify in 

person before the Court unless the crime in 

question is classified as a felony and the accused 

requests it; 

- The possibility for all participants in the criminal 

trial (witnesses, experts, plaintiffs, defendants) to 

testify through electronic means is introduced; 

- Surveillance through electronic means is 

introduced as a restrictive measure against the 

defendant; 

- The pre-trial stage is shortened and the defendant 

shall be brought to trial without the intervention of 

the Judicial Council for all felonies except 

exceptions; 

- The criminal hearing can be postponed only twice 

(in case of force majeure) and every request for 

postponement is subject to a fee; 

- Juries in the Mixed Jury Court will only decide on 

the merits of the case, the sentence and its 

aggravating or mitigating circumstances. Every 

other issue will be under the exclusive competence 

of the judges; 

- The witnesses who testified in the first instance are 

not summoned to testify again before the appellant 

court, unless the defendant asks so. In the latter 

case, only 2 of them are summoned (and not all of 

them); 

- Increased judicial costs are provided depending on 

the court which tried the case; 

- Increased judicial costs are also provided against 

complainants in case the criminal complaint is 

deemed as false by the Public Prosecutor or as a 

result of the complainant’s vexatious conduct. 

(c) Amendments in Law 3500/2006 regarding 

domestic violence 

The penalties against domestic violence are 

increased and the relevant criminal liability now 

also covers psychological (and not only physical) 

domestic violence. Further, the victims are 

supported by law and restorative justice and 

conciliation between the perpetrator and the 

victim(s) is also provided. 

(d) Amendments in Law 4557/2018 (the Greek AML 

law) 

The administrative fines imposed to legal entities 

for AML offences or the related predicate offences 

are increased, regardless of the irrevocable 

conviction of the natural person. 

(e) Regarding corporate liability in bribery offences 

A quasi-criminal liability for corporate entities is -for 

the first time in Greece- introduced. In particular, in 

case of active or passive bribery offences, which are 

committed in favor of a legal entity, an 

administrative fine ranging between EUR 50.000 – 

4.000.000 shall be imposed and the business can 

also be forced to close permanently or for a period 

of at least 1 month and up to 2 years. 
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