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In the music industry, arguably, IP is king. This
year’s World IP Day celebrates the field of music
through the lens of IP rights. These two worlds
are connected, and this year’s World IP Day
recognizes the pivotal role IP rights play in the
development of the music industry and the
protection of creators, artists, musicians and all
relevant IP rightsholders in the music ecosystem.

IP rights constitute an essential tool for creators
such as musicians and songwriters in being fairly
compensated for  their works while
simultaneously being adequately protected
against any unauthorized uses of their unique
creations.

Lyrics, musical compositions, sound recordings
and more are protected by copyright law and
related rights. Specifically, there are various
aspects of a song that can be copyright protected.
One refers to the musical composition and the
lyrics while the other refers to the sound
recording and each of those can be owned by a
different rightsholder.

Each artist, upon the creation of a copyright
protected work, acquires a bundle of rights such
as the right to reproduction, distribution,
performance and communication to the public.
By leveraging strategically those rights they can
build a successful career and make their own
unique contributions to the music industry.

However, throughout the years, music creators,
record labels and all the parties involved in the
music landscape have seen their rights being
threatened more than a few times.

Technological advancements and innovations,
although certainly useful to users and the
consuming public, have posed numerous
challenges to copyright holders.

These vary from online music copyright
infringement (“music piracy”) that became
prevalent in the early 2000s, to the creation of
music streaming services that, although aided in
the battle against the rampant online
infringements, posed questions of fair
remuneration, to the now new challenges posed
by the rise of Al.

In this regard, the rapid advancements of Al and
its widespread use by the public have raised
significant concerns and questions regarding the
unauthorized uses of copyright-protected
materials and the authorship of Al generated
music. These issues need to be thoroughly
examined and properly addressed in order to find
mutually beneficial solutions for all parties
involved.

Further, although copyright is the most
prominent type of IP right used in the music
industry, trademarks play also a crucial role in



aiding music creators, hence their importance
should not be undermined.

Musicians and performers carefully cultivate their
own brand, often in collaboration with dedicated
teams and record labels. In this respect, their
brand identity can be protected and monetized
through the strategic use and registration of
multiple trademarks related to the artists and
their original musical creations.

These trademarks can be used in various ways,
the most prevalent of which, appears to be, their
use to distinguish all kinds of merchandise related
to the artist in question. Several famous artists
own a plethora of trademark registrations
worldwide to capitalize on their name and to
secure their goodwill against imitators and
potential competitors.

Another significant issue for anyone navigating
the music industry is the potential drafting,
negotiation and/or granting of licensing
agreements to third parties. These agreements
aid creators, such as musicians in licensing their
rights and their musical works to interested third
parties. For example, an original musical
composition can be licensed in order to be used
as part of a film or a video.

Therefore, a solid understanding of copyright and
IP law in general is essential for all interested
parties in order to draft and negotiate favorable
license agreements or other types of IP related
contracts.
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This World IP Day and any other day, our IP team
recognizes the importance of IP rights and their
pivotal role in the music industry and society at
large.

The legal issues regarding music and IP rights are
arguably myriad. However, on whatever side of
the IP landscape, you might be on, whether an
aspiring musician, a record label or a music
streaming service provider, our specialized IP
Team and its experts can assist you in all steps of
the way.

From providing effective guidance and legal
advice in navigating the complex issues of the
music industry to devising strategies regarding
the effective exploitation of your IP rights and the
maximization of their value, our IP team can
address all and any challenges.
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