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BY IRENE KYRIAKIDES, ANDRONIKI PAPOUTSOGLOU

As of May 1% 2025, the new design law reform
package (Phase 1) — the first in over two decades
- launched by the European Union with Amending
Regulation (EU) 2024/2822 (hereinafter as the
“Regulation”) and Recast Directive (EU)
2024/2823 (hereinafter as the “Directive”)
introduces critical changes of its design

protection framework addressing the new
technological advancements. At the core of this
reform is an expanded definition of “design”
pursuant to Article 3 of both legislative texts,
expanding protection to include digital and
transitional elements, such as, graphical user
interfaces (GUIs), logos, animations and non-
physical product appearances, while
simultaneously enhancing procedural efficiency.
Moreover, key changes in terminology are
introduced by the Regulation, inter alia, with
Registered EU Designs (REUDs) and Unregistered
EU Designs (UEUDs) being the most distinctive.

Businesses involved across digital sectors —
software, e-commerce industry and tech, can
now secure protection of assets, ranging from
dynamic dashboard layouts and mobile app

screen flows to virtual product visualizations, to

3D-rendered features not embodied in a physical

product. The reforms introduced benefit

v' Simplified & Modernized Registration:

Design applications include dynamic files
(videos, 3D models, animations).
Applicants can also include up to 50
designs _in _a multiple application,

regardless of product class (Articles 36-37
of the Regulation). The deferment of
publication as a pivotal business feature
for up to thirty (30) months, enables
rights holders to strategically delay the
disclosure of design details, useful for
phased market releases (Article 50 of the
Regulation and 30 of the Directive).

Design Notice: Design holders can place
on their products the letter “D” enclosed
in a circle © to inform the public of their
registered rights.

Stronger Enforcement Tools: Under the

previous EU design law, rights holders
were not able to act against counterfeit
goods passing through the EU to non-EU
destinations, whereas the current regime
enables them to block infringing goods
even if those products are not placed on
the EU market.

The 2025 reform introduces significant

businesses looking to increase the commercial limitations on exclusive rights alongside the

and legal value of their design innovations. More aforementioned advancements. In particular:

specifically:
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v" Repair Clause & Exclusivity: A limitation
to design protection concerning spare

parts of complex products is enshrined in
Article 19 of the Directive. In cases where
spare parts are solely used to restore the
original appearance of a larger product,
in essence matching the original one,
design protection does not apply.
Exclusivity against third party
manufacturers or sellers of visually
identical parts cannot be enforced by
rights holders. This provision aims to
harmonize previous inconsistent national
rules across Member States as well as to
ensure consumers’ access to affordable,

interoperable replacement parts.

v" REUDs & Identification: Third parties are
allowed to use protected designs purely

for purposes of identification or
interoperability with their own products.
This approach is useful for businesses

producing interconnected components
since any reference to an existing design
enhances consumer clarity and trust
compared to the previous regime under
which the rights holder could block the
use of the protected design even in cases
where the competitor’s intention was to
ensure the product’s functionality.

v Parody, Critique or Commentary:

Expressive or critical use of the
rightsholders’ designs is considered
lawful under the new regime particularly
for creative or journalistic purposes.

Furthermore, changes to the renewal period have
been effected (six months leading up to the
registration’s expiry date) as well as to the
applicable official fees.
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With Greece’s global profile in luxury products,
pharma and innovation, it is time for businesses
to rethink their IP strategy. Focusing on their
Design ROl means auditing their design portfolios
by recognizing valuable digital assets, integrating
designs into their product development and
branding. The new design framework equips
businesses to be faster, more proactive and able
to respond to critical issues related to their
products and services, fostering customer loyalty.
The second phase of the changes under the New
Regulation will enter into force on July 1%, 2026,
while the new Directive for digital filings will
come into force on December 9%, 2027, by all EU
Member States.

The EU’s design law reform opens a new chapter
for innovation and legal clarity in the creative
industries. Stay tuned as we track the next phases
and what they mean for rights holders.
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