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Fighting Fakes at Europe’s Gateway: Why Greece Is a 
Key Front in the Global Battle Against Counterfeiting
                                             
BY I RE NE KY RI AK IDE S ,  AP OSTOLO S P AP ACH RY SO S

 

From knockoff sneakers to fake 

pharmaceuticals, counterfeit goods are flooding 

global markets, and Greece, a crucial entry 

point to Europe, is on the front line. 

The global scale of the problem  

In today’s hyper-connected economy 

counterfeiters are nοt operating out of back 

alleys; they are using the same supply chains, 

trade routes, and digital platforms as legitimate 

businesses. The scale of the problem is 

staggering. 

According to the OECD and EUIPO’s 2025 report 

“Mapping Global Trade in Fakes”, counterfeit 

goods traded globally in 2021 were worth USD 

467 billion, or 2.3% of world trade. The 

European Union (EU) alone received EUR 99 

billion worth of fake imports, namely, 4.7% of its 

total imports. This is not just a numbers game. 

These figures represent revenue losses for 

legitimate businesses, lost tax income for 

governments and safety risks for consumers, 

from faulty electronics to counterfeit car parts 

and fake medicines. 

While China, Hong Kong, and Türkiye continue to 

dominate as the primary countries of origin, the 

report also flags other sources, such as 

Bangladesh, Lebanon, and Syria, many of which 

are geographically proximate to Greece, putting 

the country, geographically and logistically in the 

spotlight. 

 

 

Greece: Gateway to Europe and to counterfeits 

Greece’s strategic location at the crossroads of 

Europe, Asia, and Africa, has a significant role in 

the European trade ecosystem, not least 

because of its major seaports such as Piraeus 

and Thessaloniki, and its proximity to source 

economies of counterfeit goods. While this 

strategic position benefits legitimate commerce, 

it also makes Greece vulnerable to being used as 

a conduit for illicit trade in counterfeit products. 

A growing trend highlighted in the OECD/EUIPO 

findings, is the “localization” of counterfeiting. 

Unassembled fake goods or packaging materials 

are shipped closer to or within the EU to finalize 

counterfeit products. Greece is especially 

vulnerable to these tactics, when customs 

controls are stretched or when shipments are 

split into small parcels to evade detection, a 

tactic that now accounts for 79% of global 

counterfeit seizures, according to the report. 

Protecting IP in Greece: The legal tools that 

matter  

Despite the risks, rights holders have powerful 

legal options at their disposal. Greece has a 

robust IP enforcement system based on EU law, 

national legislation, and active customs 

cooperation. The available enforcement options 

include: 

1. Customs enforcement ( EU Regulation 

608/2013) 

Rights holders can file an application for action 

(“AFA”) through the EUIPO’s Intellectual 
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Property Enforcement Portal (“IPEP”). Once 

approved, Greek customs can detail suspected 

counterfeit goods - even legitimate goods, 

bearing a given trademark, which have not been 

put on the market in the European Economic 

Area by the proprietor or with its consent 

(parallel imports). 

To be effective, rights holders should maintain 

AFAs up to date and provide product training 

and materials to help customs officers identify 

fake products. 

2. Civil litigation 

Greek courts offer solid enforcement of IP rights 

through civil proceedings under national laws 

(such as law 4679/2020 on Trademarks or Law 

146/1914 on Unfair Competition). Remedies 

include injunctions for destruction, main actions 

for  damages, publication of judgements etc. 

Greek courts generally show strong alignment 

with EU standards and grant injunctive relief 

relatively swiftly in urgent cases. 

3. Criminal prosecution 

Counterfeiting constitutes a criminal offense 

under the Greek Penal Code, especially where 

there is intent to distribute fake goods on a 

commercial scale. Prosecutors may act either on 

complaints filed by IP rights holders, or ex 

officio.  Penalties may include fines and 

imprisonment, making criminal tools particularly 

useful for high-impact cases. 

4. Online enforcement and market surveillance 

The fight has also gone digital. Greece offers a 

set of legal tools to tackle online counterfeit 

trade, such as filing complaints with the 

Interagency for Market Control ("DIMEA") of the 

Ministry of Development and Investments, 

which addresses illicit trade, including e-

commerce, as well as using fast-track copyright 

process under art. 66E of Greek Copyright Law, 

which allows rights holders to swiftly request the 

removal or blocking of infringing online content 

via the Hellenic Copyright Organization. 

These are valuable complements to offline legal 

action. 

Enforcement in practice: Tips for rights holders 

While the legal tools exist, enforcement in 

practice can be complex. Limited resources, 

procedural delays, and the fragmentation of 

responsibilities across agencies may hinder swift 

action. For this reason, proactive rights holders 

tend to get the best results. Rights holders who 

maintain close cooperation with customs, offer 

regular product training and material, work with 

experienced local IP counsel and take a multi-

layered approach, combining customs, civil, and 

criminal tools where appropriate, are far more 

successful in detecting and intercepting 

counterfeit goods early in the chain. 

Final thoughts 

Counterfeiters are evolving and so must the 

response. With its pivotal geographic role, 

Greece is both a gateway and a guard post in the 

global fight against fake goods. Leveraging the 

country’s legal and enforcement framework can 

make the difference between brand protection 

and brand erosion. 

As counterfeit trade grows in complexity and 

scale, one thing is clear: vigilance, strategy, and 

local know-how are essential. 

With extensive experience in intellectual 

property enforcement and anti-counterfeiting 

strategy, KG Law Firm has advised and 

represented leading rights holders across a wide 

range of industries. From customs actions and 

urgent injunctions to criminal proceedings and 

online enforcement, we combine deep legal 

expertise with practical know-how to deliver 

effective, tailored solutions in the Greek and 

wider EU context. 
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